
Creating a Garden of Curiosity

A Moonshot Institute: Bringing Standards to Life



A Moonshot Moment

sharing from our amazing teachers and 
schools



Priorities

▸ standards
▸ engagement
▸ big ideas
▸ accountable talk
▸ formative assessment
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Today’s Goals

▸ Create meaningful experiences 
around text.

▸ Generate big ideas and essential 
questions.

▸ Explore ways we can design 
extended, standards-based literacy 
experiences in the classroom.



Focal Standard

LAFS.2.RL/RI.2.1.1 Ask and 
answer such questions as who, 
what, where, when, why, and how 
to demonstrate understanding of 
key details in a text.



Additional Standards

LAFS.2.RI.3.9 Compare and contrast the 
most important points presented by two 
texts on the same topic.
LAFS.2.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse partners about 
grade 2 topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups.

 



surprising

dreary

pruning

curious



The Big Idea 
Garden

While we read the 
story write the “big 
ideas” on the leaves.



1. Arrange the leaves into 
categories.

2. Choose the three “most 
generative” ideas/leaves.

3. On the back of each write 
essential questions inspired by 
that idea.

Growing the Garden



Centers: Extending the 
Literacy Experience



1 2 3



Independent Reading Center1
2 Creative Center

3 Guided Literacy Center



I am Liam

1. I see  . . . 

2. I think . . . 

3. I wonder . . . 

4. I wish . . . 

5. I dream . . . 

6. I hope . . . 

7. I am curious about . . . 

Independent Reading 
Center



Creative Center
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A Moment for Reflection
thinking routines

I/Q

1 insight 

1 question



A Garden Tea Party

1. Role-play the main character of 
the independent book you read.

2. Meet at least three other 
characters. Ask and answer 
questions to get to know the other 
characters in the room and find 
out what they are curious about.



Mind Mapping

A best practice for 
synthesizing ideas 
collaboratively through text 
and imagery
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Mind Mapping

1. As a group, look back at your 
three “big idea” leaves.

2. Choose one of your three big 
ideas that you think connects 
everything we’ve done today.



Mind Mapping

▸ Additional questions
▸ Ideas and comments
▸ Related Images
▸ Personal Connections



Mind Mapping

1. Look back at your original 
mind map as a group and 
discuss what you see.

2. Communicate the “big idea” 
to the rest of the group in a 
performative way.





Closing 
Reflection
Return to your priority 
group. Discuss how today’s 
experience relates to your 
focus area.



Closing 
Reflection
Discuss how might you 
adapt something you 
learned today for your 
classrooms and students.



Thank you!


